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favourable to the jute growers. The average cotton-spinning of
Bengal is probably superior to [that of] Andhra. The spinning
competition held on the exhibition grounds showed a degree of skill
among voluntary spinners not to be met with perhaps elsewhere.
Specimens of khaddar too would compare favourably with the
best Andhra make. In fineness of counts Bengal, if it is a little
better organized, is likely to beat Andhra in a year's time. No
other province can perhaps compete with Bengal in this respect.

On a par with the competition at the Faridpur exhibition
was a competition arranged by the Khadi Pratishthan at Mirzapur
Park. Rai Yatindra Nath Ghaudhari of Nakipur and Mrs. Kamini
Roy, the distinguished poetess, took part in it. Babu Shyam Sunder
Chakravarti and Satish Babu, the Secretary of the Provincial
Congress Committee, were also in it and last but not the least,
Dr. Ray himself took part in it. He already draws an even good
thread not less than 12 counts. He tells me the charkha is grow-
ing on him and he takes delight in his spinning. Nearly 180 spin-
ners took part in the competition. I do not think it is possible
in any other part of India to get together so many men and women
of the upper middle class taking part in such an exhibition and
spinning with such great skill. Let me note, too, that many Swara-
jists are themselves spinning regularly and with zest. My hostess
in Faridpur is the wife of a staunch Swarajist, Babu Suresh Biswas.
She is a fine spinner. She and her children are devoted to the wheel.
She gives all her spare time to the wheel. I am told that, during
my tour which really commences today (I am writing these notes
on 7th May at Calcutta), I shall see still better exhibition of khad-
dar work of Bengal. There is no doubt that, if Bengal wills, it
can lead the country in khaddar as she can in several other
things. She has talent, she has a fine imagination, she has poetry,
she has great self-sacrifice to her credit, she has the necessary skill,
she has material. Will she add to all these qualities the will to do
it? May God grant it,

THE SAGE OF BARRACKPORE

I was privileged to visit Sir Surendranath Banerjea1 at his resi-
dence at Barrackpore. I had heard that he was ailing and that
age had told upon his steel frame, I was anxious, therefore, to pay
my respects to him. Though he might not approve of some of my
activities, my regard for him as a maker of modern Bengal and

1 1848-1925; President, Indian National Congress in 1895 and 1902; later,
one of the leaders of the Moderate party; author of A Nation in Making